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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  12.86  and  this  figure,  when  adjusted,  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  10.28,  which  compares  with  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  23.58,  as  compared  with  32  for  the  country 
as  a whole  and  with  40.3  for  1948.  Of  the  ten  deaths  which  occurred,  eight 
were  due  to  prematurity,  congenital  defects  or  injuries  at  birth. 

The  death  rate  for  tuberculosis  is  .24,  as  compared  with  .45  for  England 
and  Wales.  Heart  diseases  are  responsible  for  45  per  cent,  of  all  deaths, 
this  figure  having  risen  somewhat  during  recent  years. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Whooping  Cough,  Measles  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

Cases  of  poliomyelitis  began  to  occur  throughout  the  country  during  the 
month  of  July,  and  I therefore  thought  it  advisable  to  inform  the  public  about 
the  early  signs  of  the  disease  and  the  precautions  that  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
its  spread.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Editors,  this  information  appeared 
in  the  Mid-Sussex  Times,  Sussex  Daily  News  and  Sussex  Express  and  County 
Herald,  and  I am  grateful  to  the  Editors  for  their  co-operation  in  this  matter. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  ten  cases  occurred,  five  of  them  being 
children  The  majority  were  mild  cases  and  made  complete  recoveries,  but 
one  death  occurred  in  an  adult  aged  22. 

It  is  unusual  with  this  disease  for  contact  to  be  established  between  any 
two  cases,  and  it  is  interesting,  therefore,  to  record  a small  outbreak  which 
occurred  in  a hamlet  in  the  south  part  of  the  district.  The  first  case  was  a 
child  who  was  ill  at  home  for  a few  days  before  poliomyelitis  was  suspected. 
Eleven  days  after  her  removal  to  hospital  her  father  developed  the  disease, 
as  did  another  child  who  had  been  in  contact  with  her  when  she  was  ill.  Two 
days  later  the  daughter  of  a man  who  had  also  been  in  contact  with  the  first 
child  developed  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  County  Council  has  been  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
scheme  since  July,  1948,  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  dele- 
gated duties  in  connection  with  local  arrangements  to  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  This  procedure  works  admirably. 

For  the  second  year  running  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  this 
district.  Only  six  children,  two  immunised  and  four  un-immunised,  have 
contracted  diphtheria  since  1940. 
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The  investigation  into  the  efficacy  of  a single  dose  of  prophylactic,  referred 
to  in  my  last  report,  has  been  concluded.  Approximately  100  children  were 
Schick  tested  one  month  after  the  administration  intramuscularly  of  0.5cc 
A.P.T.  and  the  same  number  similarly  tested  after  0.5  cc  P.T.A.P.  Our  figures, 
which  are  set  out  below,  have  been  duly  submitted  to  the  interested  authorities, 
and  though  revealing  a high  percentage  of  Schick  negatives,  do  not,  however, 
justify  the  adoption  at  present  of  the  single  dose  technique.  Nor  do  they  reveal 
any  significant  difference  in  the  efficacy  of  the  two  antigens  or  in  their  local 
effects. 

COMPARISON  OF  SCHICK  TESTS 


Antigen 

Number 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

Percentage 

Negative 

A.P.T. 

108 

16 

92 

85 

P.T.A.P.  . . 

105 

15 

90 

85 

I propose,  therefore,  to  continue  with  the  former  technique,  i.e.,  two 
injections  of  A.P.T.  at  one  month’s  interval  of  0.5  cc  each,  followed  three 
months  later  by  a Schick  test.  On  reaching  the  school  age  of  5 a reinforcing 
dose  of  0.5cc  is  given  and  at  10  years  another  test  is  carried  out.  Additional 
tests  can,  and  will  be  performed  as  required,  special  attention  being  paid  to 
children  whose  test  record  suggests  special  sensitivity. 

During  the  year  360  children  were  immunised,  796  were  Schick  tested  and 
455  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

Of  the  children  who  were  Schick  tested  at  the  age  of  10,  86  per  cent,  were 
negative. 

In  my  clinics  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  injections  are 
not  given,  as  I do  not  feel  that  it  is  a good  plan  to  mix  these  preparations. 
It  is  significant  that  a number  of  children  tested  by  us  after  receiving  the  com- 
bined injections  have  proved  to  be  Schick  positive  to  diphtheria,  only  37  per 
cent,  being  Schick  negative  as  compared  with  98  per  cent,  using  A.P.T.  alone. 
At  a meeting  which  I attended  recently  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  view  was 
accepted  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  a nation-wide  scheme  for  pertussis 
immunisation  on  the  lines  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme. 

In  the  past  we  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Car  Service  for 
transport  to  immunisation  clinics  of  babies  who  live  some  distance  away.  By 
means  of  this  service  many  mothers  who  could  not  otherwise  have  attended 
were  able  to  bring  their  babies  to  be  immunised.  During  the  past  year  this 
service  has  no  longer  been  available  for  diphtheria  immunisation  clinics,  and 
the  district  nurses  in  many  of  the  villages  in  my  area  constantly  complain  that 
without  this  transport  they  cannot  expect  mothers  who  live  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  nearest  clinic  to  push  their  children  in  prams  such  a distance. 

All  the  testing  and  test  reading  throughout  the  area  has  been  carried  out 
by  Dr.  H.  L.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  he  also  gave  the 
majority  of  the  inoculations.  It  is  mainly  due  to  his  efforts  and  those  of  Miss 
F.  M.  Dean,  Immunisation  Clerk,  that  the  scheme  runs  so  smoothly  and 
efficiently. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Until  1st  October,  1949,  Rural  District  Councils  were  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  relating  to  the  production  of 
milk  on  farms,  but  as  from  that  date  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  took  over 
the  administration,  leaving  local  authorities  to  supervise  the  distribution  of 
milk  after  it  leaves  the  farm  premises. 
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The  reason  for  the  change  was,  it  was  stated,  because  local  authorities 
were  not  carrying  out  their  functions  properly  under  the  Orders.  Admittedly 
many  were  not,  but  many  were,  and  the  standard  of  milk  production  had 
improved  in  recent  years  in  this  country.  I am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  the 
standard  of  administration  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  will  be  as  good 
as  that  carried  out  by  the  majority  of  local  authorities,  and  the  logical  method 
of  dealing  with  the  problem  would  have  been  for  the  Ministry  to  have  insisted 
on  the  backward  authorities  doing  their  duties  properly. 

As  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  I am  in  no  doubt  that  the  dairy  farms 
will  not  receive  the  same  amount  of  supervision,  at  any  rate  for  some  time  to 
come,  as  they  have  received  in  the  past. 

As  this  will  be  the  last  occasion  I shall  be  reporting  on  milk  production 
(much  to  my  regret)  I feel  sure  that  members  of  the  Council  would  wish  to 
know  what  has  been  achieved  in  clean  milk  production  since  my  appointment 
here  in  1934. 

At  that  time  chalk  standings  were  fairly  common,  but  we  were  soon  able 
to  persuade  the  farmers  concerned  of  the  advantages  of  concrete  over  chalk. 
A number  of  cowsheds  were  structuially  quite  unsuitable  for  milk  production, 
and  these  were  reconstructed  or  replaced  by  new  buildings.  A considerable 
number  were  unsatisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  additional  windows 
and  ventilator  tubes  in  head  walls  were  provided,  resulting  in,  among  other 
things,  an  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  cattle.  It  was  decided,  however 
to  concentrate  more  on  obtaining  improvements  in  methods  than  on  structural 
alterations  as  they  are  the  most  important  factor  in  clean  milk  production 
and  the  visits,  which  incidentally  were  paid  at  early  morning  milking  as  well 
as  in  the  afternoons,  were  chiefly  of  an  advisory  and  educational  nature.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  confidence  not  only  of  the  farmers  but  of  the  milkers 
was  obtained,  resulting  in  an  all-round  improvement  in  clean  milk  production. 
In  1934,  for  instance,  only  25  per  cent,  of  dairy  farms  employed  steam  for 
sterilising  utensils  ; by  1949  the  percentage  was  65. 

We  began  to  take  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  analysis — 26  samples 
in  1934  and  by  1938  the  number  of  samples  had  increased  to  455.  The  samples 
were  taken  with  the  object  of  educating  the  farmer  and  milkers  in  better  methods, 
a copy  of  the  report  being  sent  to  the  farmer,  and  when  adverse  reports  were 
received  following-up  visits  were  carried  out  by  one  of  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Inspectors  with  a view  to  finding  the  cause.  Whereas  in  1934  50  per  cent,  of 
samples  failed  to  pass  the  prescribed  test,  by  1949  the  figure  was  down  to  9.4. 
Of  270  dairy  farms  in  1937,  91  were  supplied  by  water  from  private  supplies, 
and  that  year  samples  were  taken  for  a bacteriological  analysis  from  each. 
It  was  found  that  52  had  unfit  supplies,  and  improvements  to  the  wells  were 
carried  out,  or  a supply  from  the  main  was  obtained  ; the  Council  decided  to 
guarantee  any  deficiency  of  revenue  to  the  Water  Companies  in  order  to  speed 
up  this  very  important  aspect  of  milk  production.  By  1949  all  but  27  farms 
were  on  the  main  supply. 

From  1934-49  1,179  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  examination, 
of  which  22  were  found  to  be  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  Mr.  Jones  and  the 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  raising  the  standard  of  clean  milk  production 
in  the  district  to  such  a high  level,  and  to  the  farmers  for  listening  so  patiently 
to  our  advice  and  for  acting  on  it. 


6 


FOOD  INFECTIONS. 

Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  this  country  have  been  increasing  in  recent 
years,  as  shown  by  returns  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  In 
1949,  the  first  year  that  medical  officers  of  health  showed  cases  of  food  poisoning 
in  their  returns,  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  over  6,000.  Hardly  a week 
passes  in  the  summer  months  without  reference  in  the  national  press  to  one  or 
more  outbreaks  in  some  part  of  the  country.  Due  to  this  publicity  the  public 
in  this  country  are  becoming  more  hygienically  minded  regarding  their  food, 
and  tend  to  complain  if  conditions  are  not  up  to  standard  in  a restaurant  or 
foodshop.  They  would  like  also  to  be  assured  that  the  kitchen  premises, 
where  the  food  is  being  prepared,  is  also  clean  and  that  the  food  handlers  there 
are  taking  every  precaution  in  their  handling  of  the  food,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  there  was  a glass  partition  between  the  dining  room  and  the  kitchen, 
some  restaurants  would  lose  a number  of  their  customers. 

The  increase  in  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  are  attributed  to  the  follow- 
ing : — 

(1)  A lowering  of  hygienic  standards  during  the  war  due  to  shortage  of 

staff  and  equipment. 

(2)  An  increase  in  communal  feeding  in  workshops  and  school  canteens. 

(3)  An  increase  in  the  number  of  people  who  have  meals  out — due  in  part 

to  rationing. 

(4)  An  increase  in  made-up  dishes,  due  to  meat  shortage,  which,  because  of 

having  to  be  handled  are  mors  liable  to  become  infected. 

The  way  to  tackle  the  problem  is  by  the  education  of  the  food  trader  and 
his  staff.  This  can  best  be  done  by  visits  to  the  premises,  pointing  out  what 
improvements  should  be  carried  out,  so  that  they  comply  with  the  standards 
laid  down  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  in  the  new  Byelaws  which  the  majority 
of  local  authorities  have  adopted.  In  the  small  shops  and  cafes  it  is  probably 
sufficient  to  talk  to  the  proprietor  or  manager  on  how  food  can  become 
infected  and  how  this  can  be  prevented  and  he  can  then  pass  this  information 
to  his  staff.  In  the  case  of  the  larger  stores  and  restaurants,  talks  to  the  manage- 
ment and  staff  are  very  valuable  in  bringing  home  the  necessity  for  the 
strictest  possible  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food,  and  I have  found  this 
form  of  education  give  excellent  results.  There  are  some  excellent  films  and 
film-strips  available  on  food  hygiene,  and  these  can  be  usefully  shown  to  the 
same  audience. 

The  proper  washing  of  hands  of  food  handlers,  and  especially  after  using 
the  w.c.,  is  probably  the  most  important  single  item  in  the  prevention  of  food 
infections.  Adequate  facilities  should  be  available,  and  these  should  include 
a wash-hand  basin  in  addition  to  sinks,  as  the  latter  aic  frequently  in  use  when 
required  for  hand  washing,  constant  hot  water  over  the  basin  either  from  a boiler 
or  gas  or  electric  heater,  soap,  nail-brush  and  clean  towel,  and  the  towel  should 
either  be  of  the  paper  variety,  the  automatic  continuous  type  or  be  changed 
frequently. 

Another  method  of  educating  the  food  trader  and  his  staff  is  by  the  holding 
of  food  hygiene  exhibitions  at  which  can  be  demonstrated  how  food  can  become 
infected,  the  results  of  such  infections  in  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and  the 
various  ways  by  which  such  infections  can  be  prevented. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  this  district  during  the  year, 
but  as  I stated  in  my  Annual  Report  last  year  this  does  not  mean  that  no  cases 
occurred,  as  mild  cases  may  not  have  required  the  attention  of  a medical 
practitioner,  and  so  would  not  have  been  notified.  What  can  be  said,  however, 
is  that  no  outbreak  occurred  during  the  year.  This  should  not  result  in  com- 
placency, because,  although  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  this  district  is 
good  and  is  improving,  and  probably  compares  favourably  with  most  districts 
in  the  country,  yet  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 
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Frequent  inspections  of  all  foodshops  and  catering  establishments  are 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  from  time  to  time  by  myself,  and 
we  invariably  find  that  these  visits  are  welcomed  by  the  management  and  staff. 

The  Council  adopted  the  new  Byelaws  during  the  year,  and  these  deal  with 
the  methods  that  have  to  be  adopted  for  the  protection  of  food  from  dust, 
animals,  rodents,  flies,  etc.,  so  that  food  which  is  exposed  for  sale  is  properly 
covered.  The  Byelaws  also  contain  provisions  for  the  care  to  be  taken  in  the 
handling,  wrapping,  and  delivery  of  food,  and  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  food 
handlers,  and  for  the  prevention  of  infection  by  carriers  of  disease.  In  order 
to  comply  with  these  Byelaws  shops  will  have  to  protect  the  food  on  counters, 
etc.,  by  providing  glass  shelves  or  similar  means.  At  present  a number  of 
shops  expose  unwrapped  food  on  counters,  allowing  possible  contamination 
by  shoppers  and  also  by  flies.  The  fly  is  a very  dirty  insect,  and  food 
traders  shold  make  every  effort  to  prevent  flies  entering  their  premises  and 
should  also  exterminate  them  when  they  do  gain  entrance  by  means  of  one 
of  the  various  insecticides  which  are  available  for  the  purpose. 

Butchers,  fishmongers  and  dairymen  find  it  is  essential  to  have  refrigerators 
to  prevent  loss  in  foodstuffs,  and  in  this  district  the  majority  have  made  this 
provision. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the 
provision  of  refrigerators  by  other  food  traders — hotel,  restaurant  and  cafe 
proprietors  and  grocers — due  to  the  realisation  that  refrigeration  of  food 
prevents  it  from  going  bad,  resulting  in  a saving  of  money  and  prevention  of 
food  infections.  It  is  most  important,  for  example,  that  cooked  meats  like 
brawn,  luncheon  meats,  ham,  etc.,  should  be  kept  in  a refrigerator  as  disease 
germs  will  multiply  rapidly  on  these  foods  and  cause  food  poisoning  unless 
they  are  stored  at  a very  low  temperature.  A type  of  refrigerator  which  is 
becoming  increasingly  popular  with  the  trade  is  the  refrigerated  display  cabinet 
which  has  a glass  front,  and  such  foodstuffs  as  cooked  meat  can  be  on  view 
there  and  only  need  to  be  taken  out  for  serving. 

A Code  of  Practice  which  is  set  out  below  was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Council  for  approval,  and  this  Code  is  being  sent  to  every  food  trader 
in  the  district,  with  a request  that  it  be  adopted. 


CODE  OF  PRACTICE 
Rules  for  Food  Handlers  : 

The  most  important  rule  of  personal  hygiene  is  that  hands  must  be 
kept  scrupulously  clean  at  all  times.  Food  handlers  should  wash  their 
hands  in  hot  water  each  time  they  enter  the  food  preparation  room  or 
kitchen,  and  certainly  after  using  the  lavatory.  The  nails  should  be 
scrubbed  with  a brush,  and  kept  short. 

. Persons  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  foodstuffs  should  wear  clean 
head  coverings  and  clean  overalls. 

Smoking  during  the  preparation  and  handling  of  foodstuffs  should 
be  prohibited. 

Employees  in  the  Food  Trade  suffering  from  any  condition  liable  to 
be  spread  by  the  handling  of  food  (diarrhoea,  boils,  septic  cuts,  etc.)  should 
immediately  notify  their  employers. 

Such  habits  as  the  licking  of  fingers  to  facilitate  the  picking  up  of 
w'rapping  papers,  and  the  blowing  open  of  paper  bags  must  cease. 

To  facilitate  thorough  cleanliness  in  the  food  preparing  room,  only 
articles  for  immediate  use  shall  be  stored  therein,  and  adequate  storage 
accommodation  proofed  against  vermin  shall  be  provided. 

The  handling  of  unwrapped  foodstuffs  shall  be  reduced  to  a minimum, 
and  clean  servers,  scoops,  etc.,  shall  be  used  wherever  possible. 
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Washing  Up  : Restaurant  Kitchens,  Cafes,  etc. 

Wherever  space  permits  there  shall  be  provided  double  sinks  with 
adequate  draining  boards,  a constant  and  ample  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water,  rinsing  baskets,  crockery-drying  racks,  clean  drying  towels,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  a good  detergent. 

The  following  washing  up  routine  should  be  observed  at  all  times : — 

(1)  Remove  scraps,  etc.,  from  crockery  and  cutlery  into  a metal  bin 

with  tight-fitting  cover. 

(2)  In  first  sink  thoroughly  wash  crockery  and  cutlery  in  hot  water 

(temperature  120°  F.)  to  which  a properly  measured 
quantity  of  a suitable  detergent  has  been  added.  Change 
water  and  add  detergent  frequently. 

(3)  In  the  second  sink  immerse  washed  articles  in  special  baskets  in  hot 

water  (temperature  not  under  170°  F.)  for  one  minute 
or  in  hot  water  to  which  an  approved  sterilising  agent  has  been 
added. 

(4)  Remove  and  rack  to  dry. 

(5)  Articles  not  “racked”  for  drying  to  be  thoroughly  dried  on  clean 

cloths.  All  drying  cloths  to  be  boiled  daily  or  thoroughly 
washed  in  hot  water  to  which  has  been  added  a suitable 
sterilising  agent. 

In  the  case  of  the  very  small  cafe  where  it  is  impossible  to  instal  two 
sinks  because  of  insufficient  space,  washing  up  after  removal  of  scraps, 
shall  be  carried  out  in  hot  water  to  which  has  been  added  the  appropriate 
amount  of  an  approved  detergent  with  germicidal  properties. 

Other  food  premises,  grocers’  shops,  etc.,  the  washing  up  of  dishes, 
utensils,  etc.,  should  follow  the  above  routine. 

A Food  Hygiene  Exhibition,  which  was  sponsored  by  this  Council  and  the 
Cuckfield  Urban  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  Councils  was  held  in  the 
Public  Hall,  Haywards  Heath,  in  March,  1950,  and  although  this  Annual  Report 
is  for  the  year  1949  I consider  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  describe  it  in  this 
Report  rather  than  to  wait  a further  year  before  reporting  on  it. 

The  Exhibition  comprised  the  following: — 

(1)  Food  Infections  : 

This  exhibit  was  loaned  by  the  Colindale  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
and  comprised  : — 

A viewing  box  with  culture  plates  showing  the  bacterial  infection 

of  hands,  drying  cloths,  hair  ; several  coloured  charts  showing  the 

paths  in  the  spread  of  infection  in  food  poisoning  outbreaks  ; photo- 
graphs illustrating  various  aspects  of  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene. 

(2)  Hygiene  Food  Display  : 

This  was  a 30ft.  exhibit  and  comprised  a 10ft.  refrigerated  display 
cabinet  for  grocers,  butchers  or  dairymen  which  was  exhibited  by  Messrs. 
Hussmann’s,  and  their  own  description  of  it  was  : 

“A  refrigerated  shop  window  inside  a shop.” 

Another  attractive  exhibit  consisted  of  glass  display  cabinets  by  the 
Sussex  Glass  Bevelling  Company,  Brighton,  for  the  protection  and  display 
of  food,  suitable  for  grocers,  bakers  or  confectioners. 

A fresh  fish  refrigerated  display  unit  showed  how  fish  could  be  pro- 
tected from  contamination  by  dust  and  flies.  This  was  exhibited  by  the 
Southdown  Refrigeration  Company,  Brighton. 

There  were  a number  of  other  exhibits  at  this  stand,  which  included 
an  ice-cream  cone  cabinet,  a foot-operated  bin  for  food  scraps,  food  servers, 
transparent  wrappings  and  a vaporiser  for  fly  destruction. 
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(3)  Milk  Supply  : 

This  was  a 20ft.  exhibit  showing  a display  model  of  a dairy  farm  and 
was  loaned  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This  model 
was  8ft.  long  by  6ft.  wide.  There  was  also  a model  of  a milk  pasteurising 
plant,  which  had  been  loaned  by  the  Express  Dairies  Limited.  At  this 
stand  there  were  shown  photographs  and  charts  which  advocated  tuberculin 
tested  and  pasteurised  milk  and  the  need  for  boiling  ordinary  milk  before 
giving  it  to  children. 

(4)  Kitchen  Equipment  : 

This  was  a 20ft.  stand  showing  various  types  of  double  sinks,  crockery- 
washing machines,  portable  rinsing  and  sterilising  sink,  various  types  of 
cup  and  plate  racks  for  domestic  and  restaurant  kitchens,  water  heater, 
restaurant  refrigerator,  meat  safes,  foot-operated  bin  for  scraps  and  various 
types  of  automatic  continuous  towels,  paper  towels  and  hand-drying 
machine. 

(5)  Personal  Cleanliness. 

This  was  a very  attractive  exhibit  which  was  also  loaned  by  the 
Colindale  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  showed,  by  means  of  culture 
plates  how  infected  hands  of  food  handlers  were  a source  of  danger  and 
could  cause  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

(6)  Ice-cream. 

This  exhibit  was  loaned  by  Messrs.  J.  Lyons  and  Company,  and  was 
shown  at  the  back  of  the  stage,  and  showed  how  ice-cream  could  easily 
become  a vehicle  of  food  infection  if  adequate  care  was  not  taken  in  its 
production.  Ice-cream  was  on  sale  with  the  object  of  showing  the  hygienic 
method  of  serving. 

(7)  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Exhibit. 

This  was  shown  in  the  Band  Room,  and  showed  the  dangers  and 
prevention  of  food  infection  from  rodents. 

The  Ministry  also  provided  a film  projector  in  this  room,  and  an 
operator  was  in  continuous  attendance  for  the  showing  of  films  on  food 
hygiene  and  infestation  control. 

(8)  Detergents. 

The  British  Hydrological  Corporation  exhibited  in  the  kitchen, 
showing  various  detergents  for  the  washing-up  of  crockery,  cutlery,  utensils. 
Practical  demonstrations  were  given. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  provided  the  shell  stands, 
complete  with  written  facias  for  the  above-mentioned  exhibits. 

The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  lent  six  stands  for  the  showing 
of  photographs  and  charts,  and  the  subjects  included  the  advantages  of  breast 
feeding  over  artificial  feeding  in  the  prevention  of  infections  in  the  baby  (the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Department  was  responsible  for  this 
interesting  exhibit),  how  house-flies  can  and  do  infect  food  and  the  methods 
of  preventing  such  infection. 

The  Electricity  and  Gas  Boards  co-operated  by  giving  special  displays  in 
their  own  showrooms  in  Haywards  Heath,  Burgess  Hill,  Hassocks  and  Three 
Bridges  and  also  practical  assistance  at  the  Public  Hall. 

A number  of  local  shopkeepers  also  co-operated  by  giving  special  window 
displays  during  the  week. 

Films  and  filmstrips,  together  with  lectures  on  food  hygiene,  were  given 
throughout  the  week.  The  filmstrips  were  shown  in  the  large  room  on  the 

first  floor. 
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A total  of  4,100  persons,  including  500  school  children,  attended  the 
Exhibition  during  the  five  days,  and  this  number  can  be  regarded  as  being 
extremely  satisfactory.  The  great  majority  of  visitors  spent  some  time  inspecting 
the  various  exhibits,  and  they  appeared  to  find  plenty  of  material  to  interest  them. 

The  appearance  of  the  hall  and  exhibition  were  considerably  enhanced  by 
the  attractive  stands  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  also  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education’s  stands. 

At  times  the  hall  was  rather  crowded,  especially  when  the  school  children 
and  the  Women’s  Institutes’  members  were  present. 

All  the  exhibitors  stated  they  were  pleased  they  had  exhibited,  and  although 
numerous  enquiries  were  made  of  members  of  the  public,  teachers  in  charge  of 
parties  and  others,  no  one  appeared  to  have  any  adverse  criticism  to  make. 
A summary  of  the  comments  by  various  people  was  as  follows  : — 

Would  like  to  see  more  food  traders  in  Haywards  Heath  installing 
refrigerated  food  display  cabinets. 

Could  something  be  done  to  get  retailers  to  ensure  employees  wearing 
clean  overalls.  Overalls  are  worn,  but  more  often  than  not  rather  dirty. 

Filmstrips  very  attentively  followed  by  school  children. 

Great  interest  shown  in  washing  machines  and  methods  employed, 
and  means  of  sterilising. 

Much  interest  shown  in  food  servers,  hygienic  dressings  for  cuts, 
and  the  killing  of  flies. 

Films  very  interesting  and  helpful. 

Comments  from  teachers  in  charge  of  school  parties  : — 

(a)  Teachers  and  children  very  impressed.  Domestic  Science  teacher 
thought  the  exhibition  of  great  value  to  the  children.  The  children  writing 
about  their  visit  and  a report  will  be  sent  later. 

( b ) All  delighted  and  enjoyed  their  visit.  One  third  of  the  party  did 
not  get  round  the  exhibits,  only  saw  the  films.  All  enjoyed  the  films. 
Many  of  the  children  said  they  were  visiting  the  exhibition  again.  Took 
in  all  that  was  necessary  and  essential.  Headmaster  thought  it  was  a 
very  well-organised  show  and  could  do  with  a similar  show  each  year 
from  an  educational  point  of  view. 

(c)  The  students  from  Cuckfield  Park  Domestic  Science  College  who 
visited  the  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  thought  it  was  very  good  indeed. 
They  were  extremely  interested  in  the  washing  machinery,  how  the  flies 
were  killed,  and  the  way  food  was  kept  away  from  flies.  The  girls  were 
very  interested  in  the  lecture,  and  one  or  two  of  them  went  back  to  the 
exhibition  a second  time. 

( d ) The  girls  were  very  impressed  with  the  exhibition.  Making  of 
ice-cream  interested  them,  and  they  were  extremely  interested  in  the  pasteur- 
isation of  milk  plant.  Were  fascinated  with  the  diagrams  of  bacteria. 
Did  not  realise  that  rats  were  such  carriers  of  disease.  Headmistress  has 
heard  from  the  parents  of  some  of  the  girls  that  they  learnt  a lot  from 
visiting  the  exhibition. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Public  Supplies. 

(i)  All  public  supplies  are  sampled  monthly  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
and  all  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

(ii)  The  Boards  or  Companies  responsible  for  the  piped  supply  carried 
out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water,  and  all 
were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

All  waters  are  chlorinated  after  filtration. 

Chemical  analyses  were  taken  by  this  Council  of  all  public  supplies, 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 
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(iii)  None  of  the  supplies  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  supplies  were  contaminated. 

(v)  Out  of  a total  of  8,546  houses  in  the  district,  8,022  have  a piped  water 
supply  direct  to  the  houses,  and  a further  50  houses  have  the  supply 
in  the  form  of  standpipes.  The  percentage  is  93,  a figure  which  is 
surpassed  by  few  rural  districts  in  the  country. 

The  table  on  page  17  gives  information  separately  in  respect  of  each  parish 
in  the  district. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  help 
and  co-operation  and  for  the  particulars  supplied  for  this  Report,  and  to  the 
other  members  of  the  staff,  and  in  particular  to  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . William  B.  Stott,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.), 

D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

(Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and 
Burgess  Hill  Urban  Districts) 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  L.  Duke,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  Sc.D.  (Camb.), 

D.T.M.  & Hy. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . . F.  G.  Jones,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

Deputy  Senior  Sanitary 

Inspector  W.  H.  Sayers,  M.S.I.A.  {Resigned February, 
1949). 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 


R.  S.  Relf,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
{Appointed  June,  1949) 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors  . . 


Clerks  to  the  M.O.H. 
Clerk  to  the  S.S.I. 


B.  P.  Darking,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods 

C.  T.  S.  Young,  A.R.San.I. 

Miss  G.  L.  Everson 
Miss  G.  J.  Shuttlewood 

Miss  B.  M.  Leney 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years  : 


1947 

1948 

1949 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

74,360 

74,360 

74,360 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  . . 

27,180 

28,400 

28,850 

Rateable  Value 

£204,827 

£213,504 

£217,155 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£806 

£834 

£865 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre) . . 

0.37 

0.38 

0.39 

Number  of  Houses 

8,191 

8,428 

8,547 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

18.65 

14.86 

14.70 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

13.80 

12.85 

12.86 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

21.70 

40.28 

23.58 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Males 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . . . . . — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . . . . 6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  . . . . — 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Cancer  of  B.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (male),  Uterus  (female)  4 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . 5 

Cancer  of  Breast . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . . . 17 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Intra.  Cran.  Vase.  Lesions  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . . . 5 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . . . . . 2 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  . . . . . . . . — 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 2 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Puerperal  and  Post.  Abor.  Sepsis  . . . . . . — 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis.  . . . . . . 5 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

All  other  Causes..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 


Females 


2 


4 

5 
8 

21 

29 

52 

11 

12 

11 

3 

1 


3 

6 


1 

2 

3 

5 

6 
14 


172  ..  199 


Totals  . . 


BIRTH  RATE,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

During  the  Year  1949  (Provisional  Figures). 
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* Corrected  death  rate.  Puerperal 

Sepsis.  Others.  Total. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  Per  1,000  Total  Births  0.11  0.71  0.82 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  are  as  follows  . . . . . . Nil  Nil  Nil 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  1949  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

207 

..  198 

..  405 

Illegitimate 

10 

9 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

217 

. . 207 

..  424 

This  gives  a rate  of  14.70 

per  1,000  population. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total  Stillbirths  . . 

5 

3 

8 

Legitimate  . . 

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate  . . 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  following  table  shows 

the  Deaths 

registered  for 

the  year 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

172 

199 

371 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  12.86  per  1,000  population. 
The  Corrected  Death  Rate  is  10.28. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities  : 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  of  specimens  for  diphtheria, 
typhoid,  etc.,  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton  (Tel.  No.  Brighton  23506).  Medical  practitioners  send  the  specimens 
direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by  telephone,  a copy  of 
such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

Sputum  for  tuberculosis — specimens  are  also  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk,  water,  bathing  pools,  etc.,  are  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : 

Two  motor  ambulances  are  attached  to  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society 
provide  two  ambulances  for  accident  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  : 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  to  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital 
which  has  accommodation  for  40  cases,  12  in  the  cubicle,  block  and  14  in  each 
of  the  other  two  wards. 

A table  on  page  36  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 
Smallpox  : 

Sedgebrook  Smallpox  Hospital,  Plumpton,  has  accommodation  for  10 
cases.  Information  has  recently  been  received  from  the  South-East  Metro- 
politan Regional  Hospital  Board  that  cases  of  smallpox  should  be  sent  to  The 
River  Hospitals  (Long  Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 


Ardingly 

Village  Hall 

1st  Thursday  and 

3rd  Wednesday 

Dr.  on  3rd  Wednesday 

Balcombe 

Parish  Room 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Wednesday 

Staplefield 

Village  Hall 

1st  Thursday 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Bolnev 

Rawson  Institute 

4th  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Crawley  Down . . 

6 Sunny  Avenue 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

Dr.  on  2nd  Tuesday 
A/N  1st  Tuesday 

Dr.  attends  each  session 

Horsted  Keynes 

Congregational  Church 

1st  and  3rd  Friday 

Hall 

Dr.  on  3rd  Friday 

Hurstpierpoint  . . 

Parish  Hall 

3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Albourne 

Truslers  Hall 

2nd  Wednesday 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Keymer 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

Poynings 

Village  Hall 

Last  Wednesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Scaynes  Hill  . . 

Women’s  Institute  Hall 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

(Weighing  Session 

only) 

Slaugham 

Village  Hall,  Handcross 

3rd  Monday 

Dr.  each  session 

Three  Bridges  . . 

Jubilee  Welfare  Centre 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
Dr.  each  session 

West  Hoathly  . . 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

A/N  1st  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Cuckfield 

Congregational  Church 

2nd  Friday 

Hall 

Dr.  each  session 

Lindfield 

The  Tiger 

1st  Monday 

Dr.  each  session 

Clinics  : 

T.B 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Every  Thursday  except 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

2nd  Thursday 
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Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therapy 


Child  Guidance 


Minor  Ailments 


Dental  . . 


School  Clinic  . . 


Family  Planning 


Venereal  Diseases 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Mill  Road, 
Burgess  Hill 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 

East  Grinstead  : 

Moat  Road 

Lewes  : 

Eastgate  Baptist  Church 
Room,  Lewes 

Hove  : 

33  Clarendon  Villas, 
Hove  3 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 


Tuesday  1.30-5  p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.-5  p.m. 

Dr.  attends  4th  Wednesday 
at  10.30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 

Wednesday  9.30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

(By  appointment) 


Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 
Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(By  appointment) 

Tuesday  at  10  a.m. 
Thursday  at  2 p.m. 


Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
9-10  a.m. 


Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 


1st  Monday  10  a.m. 

Dr.  Douglas 

(By  appointment) 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 


Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 


Men  : 


Monday  ..  1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  ..  1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  . . 1.30-4.30  p.m. 


Women  and  Children  : 


Tuesday  . . 
Thursday  . . 
Saturday  . . 


1.30-4.30  p.m. 
10  a.m.-l  p.m. 
10  a.m.-l  p.m. 


New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
Clinic  closes. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.— WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Public  Supplies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
houses  with  a piped  supply  in  each  parish  : — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Hou 

Pipec 

ses  with 

1 Supply 

Standpipes 

No. 

Population 

No. 

Population 

Albourne 

144 

137 

479 





Ardingly 

347 

344 

1,204 

— 

— ; 

Balcombe 

402 

390 

1,365 

— 

— 

Bolney 

302 

289 

1,011 

— 

— 

Clayton 

258 

256 

896 

— 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural 

550 

538 

1,883 

— 

— 

Fulking 

93 

38 

133 

20 

70 

Horsted  Keynes 

354 

300 

1,050 

— 

— 

Hurstpierpoint 

1,173 

1,115 

3,902 



— 

Keymer 

956 

944 

3,304 

4 

14 

Lindfield  Rural 

365 

360 

1,260 

— 

— 

Newtimber  . . 

43 

34 

119 

— 

— 

Poynings 

100 

79 

276 

16 

56 

Pyecombe 

74 

65 

227 

6 

21 

Slaugham 

498 

473 

1,743 

— 

— 

Twineham  . . 

87 

78 

273 

4 

14 

West  Hoathly 

469 

420 

1,470 

— 

Worth 

2,331 

2,162 

7,567 

— 

— 

Totals 

8,546 

8,022 

28,162 

50 

175 

Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  were  taken  from  each 
of  the  public  supplies  as  follows,  and  all  were  satisfactory  with  the  exception 
of  two  samples  taken  from  Fulking  Supply. 


Supply 

Bacterio- 

logical 

Chemical 

Poynings  Village  Supply 

12 

1 

Fulking  „ „ 

13 

1 

Pyecombe 

2 

1 

Worth  Park  Supply 

8 

1 

Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board’s  Supply  . . 

2 

1 

Burgess  Hill  Water  Company’s  Supply 

6 

1 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  Supply  . . 

2 

1 
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(b)  Private. 

During  the  year,  55  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  6 for  chemical  examination. 

The  sampling  referred  to  the  supplies  to  413  cottages,  of  which,  during 
the  year,  46  houses  had  unfit  supplies.  In  addition,  33  outstanding  at  the  end 
of  1948,  making  a total  of  79  houses  with  unfit  supplies  to  be  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

Notices  were  served  and  interviews  arranged  with  owners  resulting  as 


follows : — 

No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  public  mains  . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  dwellings  with  supplies  rendered  fit  by  works  carried 

out  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

No.  of  dwellings  with  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  end  of  year  36 
In  addition  to  the  above — 

No.  of  dwellings  with  private  supplies  connected  to  public 

mains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 


The  above  supplies  were  taken  from  supplies  to  individual  house  and 
estate  supplies,  the  latter  being  as  follows  : — 


Estate 

No.  of 
Houses 

Fit 

Newtimber  Estate 

21 

19 

Paddockhurst  Estate  . . 

16 

16 

Saddlescombe  . . 

13 

13 

Wakehurst 

10 

10 

Holes  Supply,  Albourne 

24 

24 

During  the  year  main  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Albourne,  Poynings, 
Sayers  Common  and  Ardingly  for  Council  Housing  Estates,  and  works  on 
the  trunk  distribution  system  from  the  new  Saddlescombe  works  of  the  Burgess 
Hill  Water  Company  was  carried  out. 

2.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 


Acts,  and  Licensing  of  Work  . . . . . . . . . . 2,954 

Infectious  Disease — No.  of  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  112 

Factories — No.  of  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

Water  Supplies — No.  of  Inspections 232 

Rats  and  Mice — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,078 

Bolney  Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430 

Moveable  Dwellings — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 132 

Shops  Act — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Flies  and  Vermin — No.  of  Inspections  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  171 

Inns — No.  of  Inspections . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  119 

Swimming  Pools — No.  of  Visits..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Schools — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Milk  Supply — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 612 

No.  of  Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  118 

„ Food  Shops 452 

„ Catering  Establishments  150 

„ Ice-cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 216 

„ Mobile  Fish  and  Chip  Vans  9 


Total  . . 7,976 


The  following  are  photographs  of  four  stands  at  the  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition . 


YOUR  COUNCILS  HAVC  NOWAfWftD 

BYLLAW. 
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3.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  272  milk  producers  on  the  register,  and  of  these  16  retail  milk 
within  the  area.  Of  the  former,  185  employ  steam  as  a means  of  sterilisation 
of  utensils. 

During  the  year  the  following  milk  sampling  was  carried  out : — 

Producers. 

49  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  5 failed 
both  Methylene  Blue  and  B.  Coli  tests,  three  of  which  were  from  the  same  farm. 

Retailers  and  Producer  Retailers. 

No.  of  Producer  Retailers  on  the  Register  . . . . . . 16 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  (including  outside  Retailers)  21 
During  the  year  the  following  sampling  was  carried  out 


(a)  Ungraded  Milks. 

291  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  28  failed 
the  Methylene  Blue  or  Coli  tests.  Of  this  number  10  were  from  dairies 
situated  outside  the  area. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  no  statutory  regulations  are  in  force  to  cover 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  ungraded  milk,  hence  all  ungraded  milks 
have  been  examined  under  the  same  conditions  as  for  retailer  designated  raw 
milk. 

Biological  Sampling.  46  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examina- 
tion, all  of  which  were  reported  as  negative. 

( b ) Graded  Milks,  (i)  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Bacteriological  Examination.  83  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  5 failing  to  pass  the  prescribed  tests, 
of  which  3 were  from  dairies  situated  outside  the  area. 

(ii)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

7 samples  were  submitted,  of  which  one  failed  the  Coli  and  Phosphatase 
Test.  This  dairy  was  situated  outside  the  area. 

(iii)  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Fifty  samples  were  submitted,  of  which  3 failed  the  Phosphatase  Test  and 
two  the  Coli  test.  All  the  Pasteurised  milks  come  from  dairies  situated  outside 
this  area,  and  in  each  instance  of  failure  to  satisfy  the  test  the  local  authority 
responsible  was  informed. 

School  Milks. 

Twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  schools  for  the  purpose  of  milk  sampling, 
as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Bacteriological  Samples  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  of  Biological  Samples  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

No.  of  Phosphatase  Samples  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Of  the  above  the  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  prescribed  test.  This 
was  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Milk  Supplies  to  Schools. 


Name  of  School 

Type  of  Supply 

Pyecombe 

Heat  Treated 

Poynings 

Ordinary 

Albourne 

Heat  Treated 

Twineham  . . 

Heat  Treated 

Bolney 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Sayers  Common 

Heat  Treated 

Hurstpierpoint 

Pasteurised 

Hassocks 

Pasteurised 

Warninglid  . . 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Handcross  . . 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Staplefield  . . 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Balcombe 

Ordinary 

Scaynes  Hill 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Ardingly 

Pasteurised 

Horsted  Keynes 

Tuberculin  Tested 

West  Hoathly 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Turners  Hill 

Ordinary 

Crawley  Down 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Copthorne  . . 

Pasteurised 

Pound  Hill  . . 

Pasteurised 

Three  Bridges 

Pasteurised 

Of  the  twenty-one  schools,  18  are  supplied  with  either  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Heat  Treated  or  Pasteurised  Milk. 


Water  Supplies  to  Dairy  Farms. 

Of  the  272  dairy  farms,  27  derive  their  supplies  from  private  sources,  each 
of  which  has  been  analysed  with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms  with  fit  supplies  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms  with  unfit  supplies  . . . . . . 9 

Notices  were  served  and  interviews  held  with  owners,  resulting  as 


follows  : — 

No.  of  Dairy  Farm  Supplies  rendered  fit  by  works  carried  out 

by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms,  works  in  hand  but  not  completed  (being 

connected  to  main  supplies)  . . . . . . . . 2 

During  the  year  the  following  works  were  carried  out : — 

No.  of  New  Cowsheds  constructed  . . . . . . . . 8 

„ Milking  Bails  constructed  . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  Existing  Cowsheds  reconstructed  ..  ..  ..  13 

„ New  and  Alterations  to  Drainage  ..  ..  ..  17 

„ New  Dairies  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

,,  New  Sterilising  and  Washing  Rooms  formed  . . 1 

,,  Dairies  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

„ New  Paved  Yards  . . , . 7 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 


Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council : 

Retailers 

Tuberculin  Tested 

„ (Supplementary) 

Pasteurised 

„ (Supplementary) 

Accredited  

„ (Supplementary) 


9 

5 

1 

4 

1 

1 


General. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  position  in  each  parish  of  the  means 
of  sterilisation,  type  of  producer  and  source  of  water  supply.  It  will  be  seen 
that  approximately  90  per  cent,  of  the  dairy  farms  are  supplied  by  water  from 
the  public  mains. 


Parish 

Sterili 

sation 

Designation 

Water  Supply 

Steam 

B.W. 

Acc. 

T.T. 

Ord. 

Main 

Spring/ 

1 Well 

1 

Albourne 

9 

_ 

6 

1 

2 

8 

1 

Ardingly 

7 

3 

3 

1 

6 

9 

1 

Balcombe 

11 

8 

2 

4 

13 

18 

1 

Bolney  . . 

S 

6 

4 

3 

7 

13 

1 

Clayton . . 

6 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

- 

Cuckfield  Rural 

35 

12 

9 

16 

22 

45 

2 

Fulking . . 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Horsted  Keynes 

5 

7 

2 

2 

8 

11 

1 

Hurstpierpoint . . 

25 

2 

11 

9 

7 

26 

1 

Keymer . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

Lindfield  Rural 

15 

14 

6 

4 

19 

24 

5 

Newtimber 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Poynings 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Pyecombe 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

4 

- 

Slaugham 

11 

6 

5 

5 

7 

17 

- 

Twineham 

5 

3 

1 

2 

5 

8 

— 

West  Hoathly  . . 

19 

4 

7 

11 

5 

19 

4 

Worth  . . 

18 

15 

5 

8 

20 

31 

2 

Totals  . . 

185 

87 

71 

68 

133 

245 

27 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  bacteriological  and  biological 
samples  taken  from  1934-49. 
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Bacteriological  Samples. 


Year 

No. 

taken 

Failing  to  Pass 
Prescribed  Test 

Approx. 

Percentage 

1949 

423 

40 

9.4 

1948 

292 

32 

10.9 

1947 

179 

9 

5.1 

1946 

177 

19 

10.7 

1945 

263 

24 

9.0 

1944 

262 

40 

15.4 

1943 

243 

25 

10.0 

1942 

94 

12 

12.5 

1941 

88 

16 

18.0 

1940 

81 

25 

30.8 

1939 

314 

97 

31.0 

1938 

455 

135 

34.0 

1937 

223 

91 

40.0 

1936 

194 

23 

11.0 

1935 

55 

25 

45.0 

1934 

26 

13 

50.0 

3,369 

626 

18.5 

The  number  of  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  or  equivalent  in  1935 
was  2,  in  1949  this  number  had  increased  to  68.  The  number  of  Grade  A 
producers  was  44,  in  1949  this  number  was  71,  i.e.,  an  increase  of  93  producers 
of  a designated  milk. 


Biological  Samples. 


Year 

No.  taken 

Positive 

1949 

46 

0 

1948 

56 

2 

1947 

185 

1 

1946 

169 

6 

1945 

233 

2 

1944 

208 

3 

1943 

117 

4 

1942 

49 

4 

1941 

3 

0 

1940 

33 

0 

1939 

12 

0 

1938 

12 

0 

1937 

32 

0 

1936 

0 

0 

1935 

15 

0 

1934 

9 

0 

1,179 

22 

It  will  be  seenfthat  out  of  1,179  samples,  22 — or  approximately  2 per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  positive. 
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4.  ICE-CREAM. 

There  are  no  large  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  the  majority 
of  vendors,  54  in  all,  obtaining  their  supplies  from  London  and  the  coastal 
towns.  Three  of  the  vendors  made  ice-cream  on  the  premises,  a reduction 
of  one  as  compared  with  1948. 

During  the  year  108  samples  were  taken,  and  of  these  107  satisfied  all 
three  tests.  The  product  of  each  manufacturer  was  sampled  at  least  once  a 
month  throughout  the  year.  A total  of  216  inspections  was  made. 


5.  INSPECTION  OF  FOODS. 

Throughout  the  year  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  inspection  of  meat 
at  the  Government  slaughterhouse. 

Foodshops  and  bakehouses  were  frequently  visited,  in  all  452  visits  being 
made.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  found  was  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  8 premises  were  treated  for  rat  infestation. 

Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as  follows  : — 


9 x 20  oz.  tins  grapefruit 

3 x 28oz.  tins  beetroot 
33  tins  oxtail  soup 
3|cwt.  strawberry  pulp 
34-^lb.  shredded  suet 
661b.  bacon 

14  stone  herrings 

4 stone  haddock 

5 stone  halibut 

2 stone  huss 

6 stone  other  fish 
211b.  fish  roll 
1001b.  corned  beef 
361b.  marmalade 
l\\b.  jam 

601b.  sultanas 
351b.  figs 
30doz.  eggs 
61b.  apple  puree 

3 x 16oz.  tins  baked  beans 

2 x lO^oz.  tins  fruit  puddings 
41  x 14oz.  tins  evaporated  milk 
62  tins  pudding  mixture 


2 tins  dried  egg 
6 guinea  fowl 

6 ducks 
20  chicken 

3 casks  bitter  orange  pulp 
27  x 16oz.  tins  spaghetti 

45  x 4joz.  tins  Hors  d’Oeuvres 

151b.  dried  beans 

2101b.  English  beef 

1 x lib.  13oz.  tin  Danish  pork 

5doz.  boxes  Camembert 

5doz.  boxes  Brie 

20  boxes  Demi-Sel 

211b.  7oz.  Gorgonzola 

2£lb.  other  cheese 

1 carcase  imported  lamb 

401b.  frozen  pigs’  liver 

251b.  ox  liver 

841b.  shoulder  of  lamb 

8|lb.  pork 

1 x 41b.  tin  jellied  veal 
1 x 16oz.  tin  lamb  tongue 
139  tins— miscellaneous 


6.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Catering  Establishments. 

During  the  year  150  visits  were  made  to  catering  establishments  which 
vary  from  the  roadside  kiosk  to  hotels.  At  the  time  of  inspection  great  emphasis 
was  made  on  the  education  of  workers  as  to  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene. 
In  the  main  the  staffs  were  interested  and  improvements  noticed  on  further 
inspection. 

Resulting  from  these  visits  the  following  improvements  were  carried  out : — 


Kitchens  cleansed  and  redecorated  . . . . . . . . 8 

Washing  facilities  improved,  including  use  of  detergents  and 

provision  of  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Sanitary  accommodation  for  staff  improved  . . . . . . 4 

Food  storage  facilities  improved  . . . . . . . . 2 

Food  storage  facilities  cleansed  and  decorated  . . . . 1 

New  kitchens  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Drainage  systems  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 7 
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Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  one  premises  was  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
for  sale. 


7.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936. 

Inns. 

Following  the  survey  carried  out  in  1948  as  to  their  general  sanitary 
condition,  119  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  following  works  com- 


pleted : — 

(i)  Drainage. 

No.  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  and  new  drainage  provided  1 
Drainage  improved  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

The  position  is  now  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  inns  drained  to  sewer  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

„ cesspools  25 

„ septic  tanks  and  filters  . . . . 6 

(ii)  Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  inns,  additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided 

(water  closets)  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

„ new  urinals  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

„ flushing  apparatus  provided  . . . . . . 1 

„ urinals  improved  including  screening  . . . . 2 

(iii)  Facilities  for  the  Cleansing  of  Glasses  and  Pipelines. 

No.  of  inns  provided  with  sink,  hot  and  cold  water  . . 4 

„ storage  cellars  improved  . . . . . . . . 1 

(iv)  General. 

No.  of  inns,  bars  re-decorated  . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  the  work  on  the  laying  of  sewers  and  the  construction 
of  disposal  works  at  Bolney  and  sewers  at  Albourne  were  completed  ; the 
sewage  from  the  latter  being  pumped  to  and  treated  at  the  Hurstpierpoint 
works. 

At  Bolney,  works  of  re-drainage,  etc.,  were  commenced  and  the  following 


is  a summary  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

No.  of  dwellings  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer  134 
„ „ connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 72 

„ properties'  completely  re-drained  . . . . . . 28 

„ „ drainage  modified 41 

„ Pail  and  chemical  closets  converted  to  water  closets  22 
„ new  closet  structures  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

„ existing  closet  structures  modified  . . . . . . 11 

„ dwellings  provided  with  baths  . . . . . . . . 6 


General. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  drainage  nuisances  existed  from  84 
properties  by  pollution  of  ditches  and  streams.  At  the  end  of  the  year  47 
nuisances  were  abated. 
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8.  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

Resulting  from  works  carried  out  during  the  year  the  following  category 
alterations  were  made  : — 


No.  of 
Dwellings 

Original 

Category 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

New 

Category 

11 

5 

4 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

13 

3 

13 

2 

In  addition  to  the  above,  works  were  carried  out  at  135  cottages,  but  these 
works  were  not  sufficient  to  transfer  them  to  a higher  category. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Housing  Survey  in  1946  the  following  altera- 
tions in  categories  have  been  made  : — 


No.  of 
Dwellings 

Original 

Category 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

New 

Category 

67 

5 

41 

3 

7 

2 

19 

1 

40 

3 

40 

2 

In  addition  to  the  above,  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  11,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  as  follows : — 

No.  of  houses,  undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . . . 3 


9.  HOUSING— WORKS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Either  as  a result  of  notices  and  interviews  with  owners  at  the  time  of, 
or  following  visits  made  in  connection  with  complaints  and  licensing,  the 
following  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — - 


(i)  Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  properties  re-drained  or  improved  . . . . . . 123 

„ „ connected  to  sewers..  ..  ..  ..  75 

,,  ,,  where  septic  tank  and  filter  installed  . . 19 

„ „ where  cesspools  constructed  . . . . 26 

,,  ,,  where  drainage  systems  unblocked  . . 11 

,,  ,,  where  manholes  provided  to  drains  . . 8 

„ conversions  from  earth  and  chemical  to  water  closets  62 
„ ,,  privies  to  pail  closets  . . . . 1 

,,  new  w.c.  pans  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 69 

„ properties  where  flushing  apparatus  provided  . . 1 

,,  new  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

„ trapped  lead  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . 25 
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(ii)  Housing. 


(a)  Dampness. 


No.  of  houses,  horizontal  damp  proof  course  provided 

4 

„ vertical  damp  proof  course  provided 

3 

,,  internal  cavity  wall  formed  . . 

6 

„ cement  rendered  and  tile  hung 

5 

,,  walls  repaired  or  re-pointed  . . 

14 

„ house  site  concrete  laid 

3 

„ dry  area  formed 

1 

,,  roofs  repaired  . . 

48 

,,  chimneys  repaired  or  re-built. . 

20 

„ rainwater  collection  and  disposal 

improved 

28 

„ sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or 

improved 

8 

(b)  General. 

No.  of  new  boarded  floors  provided  or  floor  repaired 

62 

,,  new  solid  floors  provided 

27 

„ foodstores  provided  and  lighting  and 

ventilation 

provided  to  existing 

35 

,,  houses,  heights  of  rooms  increased 

1 

,,  houses,  repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings  . . 

37 

,,  new  windows  and  existing  repaired  . . 

55 

„ new  doors  and  existing  repaired 

39 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  provided  . . 

26 

No.  of  new  cooking  ranges  and  existing  repaired 

25 

,,  houses,  new  paving  provided  . . 

30 

,,  houses,  new  wash  coppers  provided  . . 

5 

„ houses,  new  fire  grates  provided  and  existing  repaired 

24 

Sixty-eight  houses  were  provided  with  adequate  bathing  facilities.  Hot 
water  systems,  covering  new  bathrooms  and  existing,  were  installed  in  57  cases. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  increase  in  the  number  of  baths  with  hot 
and  cold  water  over  provided.  The  installing  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  in 
lieu  of  cesspools  has  been  maintained — this  is  a very  satisfactory  feature. 


10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  132  visits  were  made,  and  it  was  again 
found  that  there  was  an  increase  of  this  type  of  structure  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  area.  With  very  few  exceptions,  all  are  of  the  trailer  type,  in  a sound 
structural  condition. 

During  the  year  two  of  the  largest  sites  near  the  South  Downs  were  closed 
as  a result  of  informal  action  between  the  Council  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Crown  Lands. 

During  the  year  nine  site  licences  were  granted  and  two  refused. 
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11.  INFESTATION. 

In  all  work  a preparation  containing  D.D.T.  was  used,  with  satisfactory 
results  in  dwelling  houses. 

A total  of  72  visits  were  made  to  51  properties  for  fly  nuisance,  of  which 
22  were  sprayed. 

48  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  bugs  and  fleas,  resulting  as  follows  : — 
No.  of  rooms  treated  for  bugs  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

No.  of  rooms  treated  for  fleas  . . . . . . . . . . 52 

One  pond  was  sprayed  to  control  mosquitos. 


12.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

In  all,  112  visits  were  made  and  56  rooms  were  disinfected. 


13.  BATHING  POOLS. 

There  is  one  commercial  pool  in  the  area  and  four  sited  at  schools,  in 
addition  bathing  takes  place  in  two  large  ponds  and  one  river.  Thirteen  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  samples  were  satisfactory 
excepting  the  river  which  is  used  by  a local  swimming  club. 


14.  FACTORIES. 

During  the  year  1 17  visits  were  made,  and  no  statutory  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

36 

38 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  section  7 
applies — (a)  Subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforce- 
ment Order  1938) 

97 

79 

3 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

— 

— 

— 



Totals 

133 

117 

7 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

No.  c 

f cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

•rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). . 

2 

2 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

(S.3)  

Defective  drainage  of 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defect- 

— 

“ 

— 

ive  . . 

2 

2 

- ■ 

1 

- 

( c ) Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 

2 

1 

1 

homework) 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

8 

7 

- : 

2 

- 

15.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  full-time  operator  is  employed,  and  the  methods  used  are  those  recom- 
mended by  the  Infestation  Control  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December.  1949: — 

Council  Property. 

All  refuse  tips  and  sewage  farms  are  regularly  treated.  During  the  year 
25  treatments  were  carried  out,  resulting  in  an  estimated  kill  of  approximately 
600  rats,  the  majority  from  refuse  tips,  all  of  which  are  kept  under  reasonable 
control,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  refuse  tips  form  ideal  locations  for  rats. 

During  the  year  the  sewers  were  tested  and  found,  with  one  exception 
(Turners  Hill),  clear  of  rats.  In  this  instance  the  sewers  and  surrounding 
property  was  baited  and  on  re-test  the  area  was  found  to  be  clear. 

Private  Property. 


The  work  can  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Rais 

Mice 

No.  of  treatments 

118 

10 

Business  premises,  including  foodshops 

30 

8 

29 


General. 


Number  of  properties  surveyed  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice  : — 


Private  dwellings  . . 
Business  premises  . . 
Foodshops 

Total  No.  of  pre-baits  laid 

..  265 

24 

22 

..  3,346 

„ poison  baits  laid  . . 

. . 665 

„ rats  picked  up 

..  425 

Estimated  no.  of  rats  killed 

..  1,790 

Charges. 

During  the  year  a charge  of  2/6  per  poison  point  was  charged  at  dwelling 
houses.  With  regard  to  business  premises  full  cost  of  carrying  out  the  work, 
including  travelling  expenses  are  recovered. 

16.  DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 


Overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Pollution  of  ditches  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Refuse  collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Rats  and  mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Unsatisfactory  living  conditions  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Fly  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 


Total  . . 321 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Notification  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population 


Notifications 

England  and  Wales 

Cuckfield  Rural 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.02 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.01 

Whooping  Cough 

2.39 

0.52 

Diphtheria 

0.04 

— 

Erysipelas . . 

0.19 

0.10 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

8.95 

8.77 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.49 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.35 

Acute  Polioencephalitis . . 

0.01 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

0.14 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

0-15  YEARS  OF  AGE. 


Number  on  Roll 

5,462 

Number  Immunised 

5,089 

Percentage 

93 

The  table  below  shows  the  immunisation  figures  for  every  School  in  the 
district  : — 


On  Roll 

Immun- 

ised 

Percent- 

age 

SCHOOLS  : 

Primary  and  County  Modern 
Ardingly 

77 

77 

100 

Copthorne 

103 

103 

100 

Crawley  Down 

78 

78 

100 

Handcross 

89 

89 

100 

Pyecombe 

23 

23 

100 

Staplefield 

31 

31 

100 

Twineham 

11 

11 

100 

Warninglid 

54 

54 

100 

West  Hoathly  . . 

95 

95 

100 

Balcombe 

103 

102 

99 

Hurstpierpoint  Primary 

189 

187 

99 

Worth  Voluntary  Modern  . . 

138 

137 

99 

Bolney  . . 

56 

55 

98 

Worth-Three  Bridges  . . 

247 

241 

98 

Albourne 

29 

28 

97 

Hassocks 

204 

197 

97 

Hurstpierpoint  County  Modern 

159 

155 

97 

*Scaynes  Hill  . . 

39 

38 

97 

Poynings 

46 

44 

96 

Horsted  Keynes 

81 

77 

94 

Turners  Hill  . . 

43 

40 

93 

Sayers  Common 

33 

25 

76 

1,928 

1,887 

98 

NOT  YET  AT  SCHOOL,  or  at  school 

outside  our  area 

380 

373 

98 

SCHOOLS : Private 

1,290 

1,272 

99 

2,598 

3,532 

98 

* Has  no  refusals  but  cannot  be  included  in  the  100  per  cent,  category  as 
there  is  one  child  awaiting  first  injection, 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scabies  . . 

Totals  ..I 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES 


Parish. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scabies 

Totals. 

Albourne 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Ardingly 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

8 

Balcombe 

3 

1 

— 

-4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

8 

Bolney 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Clayton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cuckfield  Rural 

1 

— 

— 1 

i 

— 

19 

2 

— 

23 

Fulking 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Horsted  Keynes 

2 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hurstpierpoint 

8 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Keymer 

2 

— 

— 

6 

— 

13 

— 

— 

21 

Lindfield  Rural 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

21 

Newtimber 

— 

1 

1 

Slaugham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

51 

— 

— 

51 

Twineham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

West  Hoathly  . . 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

56 

— 

1 

66 

Worth  . . 

5 

1 

— 

3 

79 

10 

98 

Totals 

29 

10 

3 

14 

2 

253 

15 

1 

327 

Totals  1948  : 

18 

4 

6 

6 

257 

91 

7 

390 

TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1949 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1939-1949 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1935-1949 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the 
year. 


Disease. 

Cuckfield  Rural 
District 

Cuckfield  Urban 
District 

Burgess  Hill 

Urban  District 

East  Grinstead 

Urban  District 

Uckfield  Rural 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

9 

3 

2 

— 

4 

— 

18 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

Observation  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

25 

— 

9 

11 

2 

60 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Otitis  Media 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Chickenpox 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  . . 

5 

3 

1 

7 

3 

2 

21 

Rubella  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Chickenpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Chickenpox  and  Haematuria.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mumps  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Tonsillitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Tonsillitis  with  Cervical  Adenitis 
and  Otorrhoea . . 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis  with  peri-tonsillar 
abscess 

I 

1 

Observation  Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Serum  Rash 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

1 

Abscess  (facial). . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Urticaria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

Observation  Purpura  . . 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

37 

39 

4 

22 

24 

9 

135 

